LETTER FROM  COURT
[27] Your ship being discharged our service is, according to charter-
party, to be entirely at the option of the owners to be employed, sold,
or disposed of by them in the East Indies and not cLscwhcrc, under the
condition nevertheless of never being returned to Europe on any account
or pretence, nor sold to the French or any other European nation
excepting the English, neither to be sold to any of the country powers
without the leave or permission of our Governor and Council, Chief,
Agent or Resident at such place where the ship shall be so dis-
posed of, and that at whatever settlement such sale may be made ihc
Company's said representatives arc to take security of the purchasers that
they shall submit to these conditions which arc ever sacredly to be
observed, as we will under no kind of pretence suffer them to be dispensed
with.
[28] In order the more effectually to prevent a needless cxpencc
of powder on board the Company's ships, we have made some new
regulations, by which the commanders are allowed to make no other
salutes with guns, than those therein mentioned. Upon all other occasions
they are to salute with cheers, according to their own discretion and the
present rules of the navy. We inclose a printed copy of the said
regulations, signed by our Secretary, and we direct that you do carefully
and strictly observe and comply with them.
[29] We enclose herewith an Act of Parliament, made in the
i7th year of His present Majesty's reign, to prevent the clandestine
unshipping from and receiving goods on board vessels employed in the
Company's service, with the standing orders which we have established
for preventing the deviation of our ships, and for the detection and
punishment of persons who shall be concerned in illicit trade16. In order
to confine the enormous extent to which those practices highly prejudicial
to the Company's interest .have been carried, in breach of the repeated
orders given and the solemn engagements entered into by our commanders,
you are, in the most positive manner, enjoined to pay entire obedience
as well to the provisions in the said Act as to the requisitions in the
abovementioned orders, cautioning you that the breach thereof will be
at your peril, and declaring you are to expect no mitigation of the
penalties which shall be thereby incurred, as we deem the indulgences,
to which you have a just title, a very liberal consideration for )our
most faithful services.
[30] We herewith enclose for your information an Act of Parliament,
made in the loth year of His present Majesty's reign, wherein the penalty
on illicit trade is greatly augmented, and the transporting guns of all
kind, ammunition and warlike stores to the East Indies, or putting
them on board for that purpose, or the aiding or assisting therein,
without the Company's licence are severally made a high crime and
misdemeanor, and the offenders upon conviction are liable to corporal
punishment or fine, according to the discretion of the Court of King's
Bench.